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My Lo p, 


H E. favourable Notice your Lordſhip 
was pleas'd to take of the Letter I had 
77 the Honour to write you the laſt Seſſion, 
in relation to the Conteſt between the 
= Sugar Planters, and the Inhabitants of the Northern 

| Colonies, together with the good effect which the 
- publiſhing of it (by your Lordſhip's Approbation) 


had in the Houſe, gives me the confidence to addreſs. 
ce more on the ſame Subject; 
fince the Iſlanders are again ſolliciting your Lord- 


your Lordſhip on 


ſhips to paſs a Bill, 5 would be extremely in- 
Jurious to the Colonies on the Continent. 


But not to trouble your Lordſhip with a Recapl- 


tulat ion of all that has been faid on both ſides of 
che * I would only beg leave to expoſe to 
= your View, the Weakneſs and Illuſion of the prin» 
cipal Arguments, which (for want of better) the 


invent for the Support of their unreaſonable Project, 
and which, I hope, I ſhall be able to refute to your 
Lordſhip's Satisfaction; and alſo to convince you, 


Northern Colonies, would in its conſequence prove 


4 


trading Subjects of e in general. 
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Gentlemen of the Iſlands have been conſtrain'd to 


that the Prohibition propos d to be put upon the 


ery prejudicial not only to them, but alſo to the 
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The heavy Complaint of the Iſland Gentlemen 
ariſes from the French ſelling their Sugars at a lower 
Price than (as they pretend) the Engli/h Sugars can 
be afforded ; by which means they have beaten us 
out of the Trade of ſelling ours in foreign Markets: 
Which, as they would perſuade us, they could not 
be able to do but for two Cauſes; the one is, That 
the French Lands are freſher and more productive, but 
that the Eugliſb are worn out, and require a greater 
Expence in the Cultivation. The other is, That the 
Northern Colonies ſupply the French with Lumber, 
Horſes and Proviſions, taking Sugar, Melaſſes and 
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um in return; and that by reſtraining this Com- 
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merce, the French would be ſo much diſtreſs'd, as 
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that they could not carry on their Plantations, with- 
out raiſing the Price of their Sugars. 
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As to the wearing out of their Lands, the Iſlan- 
ders have the leaſt reaſon of any People in the 
World to aſk for Relief on that Conſideration ; | 
becauſe the vaſt Profits which have been drawn out | 
of them for ſo long a courſe of Years, have infi- 
nitely exceeded the Value of them; which is ap- 
parent beyond all Contradiction: for notwithſtand- 
ing that they have always affected to appear in the 

greateſt Grandure, and liv'd in a Profuſion far be. 
yond any of their Fellow-ſubjects of equal Rank, 
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Would then ſell off a proportional Part of their N 
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(5) 

groes, and have that Money to employ to advan 

tage in ſome other Way; and tho? their annual 
Profit ſhould be leſs, they might very well abate as 
much of their ſuperfluous Expences, and ſtill have 
enough to live in Plenty. If then they would bur 
practiſe this Good-huſbandry, their Lands would 
never be worn out, and their Eſtares would become 
more ſolid and ſtable. But they ſay the French 
Lands are freſher, and more profitable : it is then 
becauſe they have not (like our Iſlanders) torn out 
the Heart of them, but have gone on to ſettle new 
Ground; and if ours have a mind to enlarge their 
Improvements, let them imitate the Prudence and 
Induſtry of the French ; there's ſtill freſh Land 
enough for them in Jamaica And thus, I hope, 
it will appear plainly to your Lordſhip, that this 
Part of their Grievance deſerves no manner of re- 
gard in Parliament; they brought it upon them- 


ſelves, they have largely reap'd the Profit of it, 
and tis in their own Power to repair it. 


But they ſay tis by the help of the Northern 


Colonies, that the French have been enabled to 
ſupplant them. And to make this look like a mat- 


ter of ſome Moment, they have inſiſted much upon 
the Advantage the French have had by being ſup- 


plied with Lumber from them; when after all, it 


has been ſufficiently prov'd, that the French do 


actually make much of their Sugar Caſk (which is. 
the moſt conſiderable Article, becauſe *ris an annual 


Expence) with Timber growing upon their ' own 
Iſlands; and that for the reſt, they are able to 


| furniſh themſelves with whatſoever they need, from 


their own Settlements on the Continent: nay, that 


if they were reduced to the neceſſity of bringing it 3 


from Europe (from whence their Ships come for "tl 


moſt part empty) the Difference of the Price would 


not 
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66 
not add To- -pence per Cent. more to the Charge 
of producing their Sugars; neither would our re- 
fuſing them Horſes put them under any great Dif- 
ficulty, becauſe they have been frequently ſupply*d 
with Mules from the Spaniards, and from their 
own Part of Hiſpaniola. And as to Proviſions, the 


Difference of the Price between Europe and Ame- 


rica, is not ſo great, but that a Frenchman's Fru- 
gality would enable him to carry on his Buſineſs 


without raiſing the Price of his Sugar above the 


Market: and even the Iſlanders chemſelves ſeem 
to be ſo far convinced of the looſeneſs of theſe Sug- 
geſtions, that tho* they continue to make jt a Cla- 
mour in their arguing, yet they have left out this 


citing ; which yet would have the Effect of a Pro- 
hibition, if the French, as *tis probable, would not 


Prohibition in the Bill, which they are now ſolli- 


deal with them, if they would not take off their 


Rum and Melaſſes in exchange; and are contented 
to confine it to Melaſſes and Rum, becauſe (ſay 


they) the French will throw away their Melaſſes, if 


our People don't take it from them, and then the 


Loſs of that Profit will reduce them to a N eceſſity 


of railing the Price of their Sugars. 


However, ſince they ſeem to lay much weight 
upon this Topic, I believe it will prove much too 
light, to obtain upon your Lordſhip's Judgment. 
Permit me then to ſtate the Argument (as the Fact 
is) in this manner: The French have found the 


Benefit of Diſtilling their Melaſſes into Rum, 
have erected Stills, and are actually in the Prac- 


tice of it in their Sugar Iſlands; and the Uſe of 


Rum is much encreas'd of late Tears, and ſtill 
encreaſes not only in America, but alſo in Europe. 


But the Eugliſb of the northern Colonies, are the 


only People who have hitherto bought the greateſt 


Part 


/ 


— 


Part of their Melaſſes and Rum: therefore if the 
Northern Colonies are prohibited from tradin 
with them for thoſe Commodities, the French will 
throw away their Melaſſes, and never more trouble 
themſelves to ſeek for any other Market; nor 
would any other People buy it of them. Credat 

Judœus Apella—— non ego. But tis well known, 
that the French are no ſuch Slugs ; they would 
be too apt to find a Vent for their Rum amongſt 
our Fiſheries, which would be difficult, if not im- 
poſſible for us to prevent: and there's no doubt, but 
the Dutch would be glad to buy all the Melaſſes 

they would ſell them, to diſtil it themſelves into 

Kum; for which Commodity, as I am inform'd, 

| they have of late found a great Vent all up the 

Baltic, and even to Petersburgh. If then they pro- 

| poſe to obtain no other Relief by this Prohibition, 

| but as it might conſtrain the French to throw awa 
their Melaſſes, and have indeed pleas'd themſelves 

Z with ſo fond a Conceit; I hope your Lordſhips will 

never be prevail'd upon to Cane to a Law, which 

in all appearance could have no other Effect, than 

the putting the French upon diſtilling all their own 

Melaſſes, or ſelling it to others for that purpoſe ; 

| and at the ſame time depriving the Eugliſb Subjects 

= ofa Manufactory, which is very uſeful and advan- 

tageous to them. 1 8 


But ſuppoſing (tho' againſt all Reaſon, and only 
for Argument ſake) that the French ſhould act ſo 
fooliſhly as to throw away their Melaſſes, *tis yet 
demonſtrable, that even this would not put them 
under ſuch a Neceſſity, as that they muſt either raiſe 

the Price of their Sugars, or elſe quit their Plan- 
tations: for we know that the Profits ariſing from 
the Sugar Plantations are ſo great, as that our firſt 
Planters did for many Years value their Muſcovadoe 
Sugars at no more than ten Shillings per Ct. notwith- 

| eee ſtanding 
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ſtanding they had in thoſe Times, all the Difficulties of 
a new Settlement to ſtruggle with, and made little or 
noProfit of their Melaſſes, (the Impr ovement whereof 
they did not find out 'till much later; ) and yet even 
at that Price, they rais'd good Eſtates. If then the 
French Lands are fo productive, as the Iſlanders have 
repreſented them, I ſee no Reafon to think, that 
1 27 might not thrive as well as our Planters did, 


if the Price of their Sugars were reduc'd to the old 


Rate or lower. 

But, my Lord, Ecan by no means entertain ſo 
mean an Opinion of theſe Gentlemen's Under- 
ſtanding, as to think that they themſelves do re- 
ally believe, that ſuch a Prohibition would 1ndeed 
3 the French to throw away their Meli ſſes: 
on the contrary, it ſeeins plain to me, that with 


their uſual cunning in their other Arguments, 1ey 


only endeavour to amuſe us with this Hobgoblin; 
whilſt the true Point in view, is what might, if they 
could obtain it, turn to their Advantage : 1 mean, 


to have it in their power to reſtrain the Northern 


Colonies from getting any Rum or Melaſſes, but 
what they ſhould take from them at their own 
Prices. . is this, my Lord, this is the Myftery 
which lies hid under ſo DF ſubtil Contrivance, as 


your Lordſhip may plainly fee, by taking the fol 


lowing Survey of the whole Scheme. 


The Price of their Sugars is to be rais'd by any 
poſſible means: they cannot be ſo Ignorant in the 
Affairs of the World, as to imagine that tis in our 
Power to make any Laws, which can reſtrain the 
Prench from enlarging and improving their Plan- 
tations, wherein they receive all ſuitable En- 


couragement from their Government; and this 


muſt naturally encreaſe the Production of S 
gars, and conſequently lower the Price by 


grees in — and that Nation which will Gl 


f TSF: 


1 it cheapeſt muſt certainly gain the Trade of ſer- 
8 ving its Neighbours, who have no Plantations; if 
the "French underſell us, we ſhall certainly re- export 
none, which will confine the Expence of what our 
Iſlands produce to our Home Conſumption. If then 
the Iſlanders ſend us the ſame Quantities they did 
formerly, the Commodity muſt lie upon their 
hands, and the Price would fall to the loweſt De- 
gree: to prevent this, they have no other way, 
but ro make a leſs Quantity of Sugar, and fo to 
feed us from” hand to mouth, with no more than 
what will ſuffice for the Home Expence. Nor is it 
ir tional to ſuppoſe, that People will be content to 
ken the Quantity of their Product, if they think 
they may by that means heighten the Value; this we 
have ſeen practis'd by the Tobacco Planters ; but 
the Sugar Planters will have no need to leſſen their 
Crop, they have only to vary the Species; for both 
the Sugar and Molaſſes, and afterwards the Rum, 
are produc'd from the very ſame Cane. Now it 
is well known, that the Iſlanders do at preſent make 
uſe of all the Ju ice which the Cane yields, and 
throw away nothing; and that they find a Vent for 
all the Melaſſes and Rum they make: which is ſo 
far from anſwering the Demands of the Northern 


ny Colonies, as that they make many thouſand hogſ- 
the heads of Rum more than they can get from our 
OUT Iſlands, out of the Melaſſes they buy from the 
the French: and Dutch ; and yet theſe Gentlemen do con- 
ally fidently affirm, ' that they are able to furniſh the 


Deng People with the Shes Quantity they want. 


this But your Lordſhip knows, that *tis impoſſible in 
Sy- Nature to make any thing g yield more than its All; 

de- and* therefore you may ſee, that their Craft is to 
= blind us by a double. Entendre 3 they would im- 


| Poſe upon us the Idea'of their being able to enlarge : 
their quantity of Rum in their oſual way of work. 


\ — - 


. 


ing; whereas their SuAbhenfuge is, that they can do it, by 
ditilling what Part of their Syrups they pleaſe into 
Rum: but then *tis evident, that they will make 
{ſo much the leſs Sugar, and expect to fell it the 
cIearer, 5 e 


5 And thus your Lordſhip may ſee clearly into the 
fi *. inſide of their Project; and that it is not founded 
3 ona real Belief, that the French would be oblig'd 
; to raiſe their Sugar, (for they know better 3) but as 
F they find, that the Expence of Rum is continually 
UE - encreaſing, as well in Europe as in America, and they 
ö | think, that if they could reſtrain the Northern Co- 7 
Jonies from buying any Melaſſes from the French, 
| 1 they would not be able to carry on the trade of 
| | _ ciſtilling Rum on the Continent ; for tis not to be 
FE - ſuppoſed, that the Iſlanders would fell them any 
 Melaffſes, becauſe they would then convert it all into 
Rum themſelves, and ſo get into their own hands 
the Monopoly of that Commodity. And if they 
ſhould ſucceed ſo well therein, as to find more Profit 
ariſe from their Rum than from their Sugars, they M7 
Bi would certainly, as is before noted, diſtill more of 
'- their Syrups, and make leſs Sugar; and if by this 
= way of working they ſhould be enabled to raiſe the 
Price of their Sugars, they muſt raiſe it upon the 
Britiſh Subjects only, for they could raiſe it upon 
no- body elſe. And thus theſe modeſt Gentlemen 
are humbly petitioning, only for the ſmall Favour 
of a Law, which, if it ſhould ſucceed according to 
their Expectation (for they have declared publickly, 
that they hope to advance their Sugars three or four 
Shillings per Ct.) would put it in their power to 
lay (in effect) a Tax upon the Nation, which would 
amount to much above a hundred thouſand pounds 
Fer Annum, EE 
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The next thing I would obſerve to your Lord- 
ſhip is, that theſe Petitioners are not a poor, indi- 
gent, diſtreſſed people; ſo far from it, that many 
of them have Plantations that have yielded one 
thouſand, two thouſand Pounds per aunum, and ſome 
much more. Their extravagant way of Living is ſo 
well known to all the World, that it might ſeem 
invidious (which I would avoid) to particularize 
upon it, and therefore I ſhall give but one inſtance 


in that of their numerous Attendants ; having been 


credibly inform'd, that there are among them ſuch, 


who keep twenty, thirty, forty, to fifty (as they 


call them) Houle Negroes, that is Mental Servants ; 
and I ſhould think, that the Labour of ſuch a Num- 
ber, well employ'd, might be ſufficient to maintain 
a Man very handſomely, and enable him to provide 
well for his Poſterity, But what would we ſay to 
a Man who ſhould aſk our Charity in an embroider'd 


Set £ 


It appears then, my Lord, that theſe Gentlemen 
are not in ſo deplorable a Condition as they would 
repreſent themſelves, nor that their Importunity is 
occaſioned from any real Exigency they lie under 3 
the true State of their Caſe being, that as they 
formerly ſold their Sugars for no more than ten 
Shillings per Ct. (at which Price they rais'd their 


Eſtates) they have taken the Advantage, occafion'd 


by the Encreaſe of the Uſe of that Commodity, to 
advance the Price by degrees to more than double; 
but ſince the French have ſo much enlarg'd the 
Production of Sugars, as to ſupply the foreign Mar- 
kets at a lower Price, they find thenrlelves mightily 
agoriev*d begauſe they can't attain their uſua] Prices; 
whereas in reality, this Abatement will only re- 


duce them from an exorbitant to a moderate Profit. 


B 2 


For, 


\ 
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For, if it be true, what they themſelves have declar'd, 
that the Profit of their Melaſſes and Rum would 
ſupport the whole Expence of their Plantation; 
if the Price of their Sugars were brought down to ; 
ten Shillings per Ct. (or even lower) that would | 
yield them a much greater Profit than can be rais*d 

by any Improvement (that I have ever heard of) of 


the Lands! in any other Part of the Britifo Dominions. 


But they would make us believe (the Barbadians 


\F principally) that they are already upon the very 
1 Brink of Ruin, and that if they are not reliev'd in 
this Way, they ſhall be forc'd to quit their Planta- 
1 tions, and leave the Iſland to the French, or any 
1 one that will take it. This ſure, is ſo extravagant 
þ a Way of Perſuaſion, that.it deſerves ſome Animad- : 
WE verſion. Let us ſuppoſe then, that an induſtrious 
1 Man had gain'd an Eſtate out of the Sea, which 
| brought him in five Hundred Pounds per Ann. and 
1 that his Son had further improv'd it to a Thouſand; | 
] but that in the Grandſon's Time, the Sea had again 
1 Overflow/'d it, and reduc'd it to one half, nay, to 5 
but one quarter Part of that Sum; can it be 
imagin'd, that this laſt would be fo fooliſh as to 
Hp quit the whole, becauſe. he could not recover it to 
its former Value? Again, theſe Gentlemen, to B 
| 5 ew their Importance, have in a printed Pamphlet I 
| given us the Valuation of the Iſland of Barbados, - 
. which they make to amount to five Millions and a : 
Th half; and all this in the Hands of Jeſs, probably, 
k than five hundred Owners, (poor Men, not above 
[i eleven thouſand Pounds a- piece) in which Account, 
bt | rhe Buildings and Immoveables, relating only to 
38 the Sugar Buſineſs, (and without reckoning their 
- four Towns, and their fine Dwelling-Houſes) are 
5 rated at a Million, and their Lands with the grow- 
} ing Crops, at above tuo Millions. Can it be believ'd 


| then, : 
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then, that ever Men in their Wits would volun- 
tarily run away from ſuch a Capital; or that they 
would not rather try to make as much as they 


could, tho* they could not make as much as they 
would of it? 


But, on the other hand, if your Lordſhip will 
conſider the Caſe of the Inhabitants on the Conti- 
nent; their Lands yield them no Product com- 
parable to the Value of Sugars. The chief Growth 
of Virginia and Maryland is Tobacco; a low Com- 
modity, with which the Markets are ſometimes ſo 
overſtock'd, as that it will hardly pay the Freight 
and Duty. Rice is the principal Product of Ca- 
rolina: the New- Englanders have a conſiderable 
Fiſhery, and a Manufactury (as I may call it) of 
Rum; beſides which, they, with the reſt of our Co- 
lonies on the Continent, depend moſtly upon the 
breeding of Cattle and Corn, together with the 
Profit they raiſe from their Timber ; and this has 
led them into a Navigation, for the carrying their 
Lumber and Proviſions to ſuch Markets as they 
could find. They are generally a laborious, frugal, 
induſtrious People, and may properly be ſaid to 
earn their Bread with the Sweat of their Brows, ſa 
that they have been able to raiſe themſelves to the 
Condition of living comfortably; but are ſo far 
from attaining to any Degree of what we account 
Riches, that ce perhaps ſome few Merchants 
and Traders) there are ſcarce any to be found among 
them who poſſeſs Eſtates, which may be valued at 
as many Hundreds per ann. as the Iſlanders do of 

Thouſands, That their Commerce is much more 
Profitable to us, than that of the Iſlands, is evident 
to a Demonſtration ; for, ten times the Number of 
People in a very cold Climate, muſt certainly uſe 
more of our Woollen as well as all other Manufac- 
. 1 | =o HT tures, 
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tures, than a few People in an extreme hot Climate; 


beſides, we know that the greateſt Part of what 


they gain, they lay out with us, becauſe of the great 


Difficulty there is to get Returns from thence, in 


ſo much that they are often forc'd to ſend us their 


Money: whereas it has been prov'd on the contrary, 
that our Merchants have ſent their Money in Specie 


to Barbadbes, to purchaſe Rum; and *tis moſt cer- 
tain that we get nothing (of national Wealth) by 


the anders, but when they afford their Commo- 
dities at ſuch Prices, as that we can re-export them. 


As then theſe People have by their Induſtry 


found out a Vent for their own Product to Fo- 


reigners, and take in return Commodities which are 
very beneficial to them, in contributing much to 
the carrying on their Fiſheries, to their Trade with 


the Indians, and to their own Subſiſtence, and 


_ 


wherein ſome hundreds of Veſſels, and thouſands of 


Men are employ'd, and which is in no wiſe preju- 
dicial, but in many reſpects advantageous to the 


Commerce of Great-Britain; would it not be great 


Imprudence in us, as well as putting a cruel Hard- 


ſhip on them, to deprive them of a Trade which 


now affords a Maintenance to Hundreds of Families? 
who, if they ſhould be turn'd out of their uſual 


Way of Livelihood, would be brought into the 
utmoſt Diſtreſs ; and this only to indulge ſome 


other of the Subjects, who wallow in Wealth; and 


to whom that Scripture-daying might fittiy be ap- 
plied, 7eſſurun waxed fat and kicked. wy 


But if theſe Gentlemen's Eyes were not dazled 


with the glaring Appearance of the Profits they 


hope for, methinks they might be convinc'd that 


they are ſtriving againſt the Stream, and labouring 
at an Impoſſibility; for as the French have within 
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theſe few Years much increas'd the Production of 
Sugars, and are yearly enlarging their Plantations 
tis manifeſt that the greater Plenty of that Com- 
modity muſt make it become cheaper in Europe; 
and they having found the Way to foreign Mar- 
kets, will conſtantly keep them ſupply*d. So that 
this imaginary raiſing the Price can obtain no where, 
but (as I have ſaid before) upon the Britiſh Subjects; 
and whenever that comes to be obſerv'd, ſurely the 
Legiſlature will never ſuffer us to become the Dupes 
of the Sugar Colonies, but rather open the Sluices 
of the Laws, and let in even the Prench Sugar upon 
them, *till they would ſerve us at leaſt as cheap as 
our Neighbours are ſerv'd; ſo that by one means 
or other, they would be forc*'d to gonform them- 

ſelves to the governing Price in Europe. And 
thus when they had procur'd an irreparable Miſchief 
to their Fellow-Subjects, and perhaps loſt a Branch 
of Trade, which might never be recovered, the 


would find at laſt that they had done themſelves 
no good. 


I ſhall trouble your Lordſhip but with one In- 
ſtance more of the Diſingenuity of theſe Gentlemen, 
in their repreſenting this Buſineſs of diſtilling of 
Rum, by the New- Englanders, as a new Thing in- 
troduc'd within theſe fourteen or fifteen Years, and 
ſince they have fallen into this Trade with the 
French Iſlands ; whereas in truth they have prac- 
_ tis'd it for above fifty Years,and were ſupply*d with 

 Melaſſes from the Dutch at Surinam, as well as from 
our own Sugar Iſlands, till the Vent of that Com- 
modity encreaſing on them, they were neceſſitated 
to ſeek out a farther Supply from the French. 


This Debate, my Lords, is of great Conſe- 
quence to the Trade of the Nation, and I doubt 
or 


groſs'd into the Hands of a few rich Men; where- 
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not,” but it will be maturely conſidered in your 


Houſe; and that their Lordſhips will be fully con- 
vinc'd, that any Meaſures tending to the advancing 
the Price of Sugars, would prove very fatal to our 
Commerce; becauſe it would deprive us of the 
only Means by which thoſe Iſlands could become 
profitable to us, (I mean by contributing to the na- 


tional Wealth) which is, when they afford us their 
Product at ſuch a Price, as that we can re- export it 


to our Neighbours. But at the Prices they have 
impos'd upon us of late, we have not been able to 
ſend out any, and ſo have wholly loſt that Benefit; 
which the French have gain'd by underſelling us, 
and will certainly hold it, *till our Planters find 


means by a latter Oeconomy to underſell them: 


which I am perſuaded they might be able to do, if 
they would content themſelves with a moderate Pro- 
fit. But whether they will chuſe to manage their 


Affairs wiſely or otherwiſe, I am ſure it becomes 


the Wiſdoni of the Nation, to countenance all ſuch _ 


Meaſures as may encreaſe the Production of Sugars, 


and enable us to render them cheaper than our Ri- 
vais, for that will be the only Way to regain the 
profitable Trade of fending them to foreign Mar- 


| kets; in order to which, I would humbly offer the 


following Thoughts to your Lordſhip's Conſi- 
deration. 


In the firſt Settlement of our Sugar Colonies in 
the leſſer Iſlands, moſt of the Planters were Men 
of ſmall Fortunes, and conſequently they clear'd, 
according to their Ability, many little Plantations; 
which, when they had pretty well worn out, and 
rais'd a Competency to remove themſelves elſe- 
where, were bought up by the wealthier Planters, 
and ſo almoſt the whole Lands came to be en- 
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by they have been enabled for a long Time to 
raiſe and keep up the Price of their Commodities 
by Combinatidns among themſelves ; and as the 
Strength of all other Countries depends chiefly 
upon the Numbers of the common or middle Peo- 


ple, theſe Colonies have very few of the latter, and 


conſiic moſtly of a ſmall Number of Lordly Maſ- 
ters and a Multitude of Slaves, which renders them 
much leſs capable of defending themſelves in Time 


of War. 


As then there are great Quantities of Land 
yet unimprov'd in Jamaica, it wou'd certainly 
prove a great Advantage to this Kingdom, it 
the Government wou'd uſe all Means poſſible to 
promote the fuller Settlement of that Iſland 3 nor 
would the Money be ill beſtow'd, if ſufficient En- 
couragement were given for induftrious People of 
the lower Rank to tranſport themſelves thither, by 
aſſiſting them as far as was requiſite at the publick 
Expence 3 by which Means the Colony would come 
by degrees (as thoſe on the Continent are) to have 
a competent Mixture of the Yeomanry ſort of Peo- 
ple, which would add great Strength to the Iſlands, 
multiply the Sellers, and keep the Commodities 


at a moderate Price. Proper Regulations ſhould 


alſo be made in the Diſtribution of the Lands ; that 
none might be ſuffered to engroſs much larger 
Trafts than they could conveniently cultivate, I 
have been thinking alſo, that as our Settlement of 
that Iſland, after the Conqueſt of it, was begun 
in good part, by the Soldiers who were employ'd 
in that Expedition; it might be worth Conſide- 
ration, whether, when the two Regiments which 
are now there have performed the Service they ; 

= = were 


(rm) 
were ſent for, it might not be adviſeable to give 


| ſuitable Portions of Land to ſuch of the Officers 


and orderly Soldiers that might be willing to ſettle 
there, in whole Places Recruits might be eafily 
raiſed in England. 5 5 


To conclude, I do aſſure your Lordſhip, That I 
have no manner of Intereſt in the Colonies, nor in 
any Trade whatſoever, and that nothing but m 


ſincere Regard to the publick Welfare has induced 


me to concern myſelf in this Diſpute 3 to which I 
thought myſelf in ſome meaſure oblig'd, becauſe 


my having been formerly (tho long ſince) well ac- 
quainted with the Commerce and the Circum- 


ſtances both of the Iflands and the Continent, had 
led me into a competent Underſtanding of the 


Whale Affair. I am no Enemy to the Sugar 
Iſlands; I know they have been, and may again 
be made very beneficial to this Kingdom. I think in- 


_ deed that they ought to be indulg'd with the Eiber- 


ty (under proper reſtrictions) of carrying their Com- 


modities to foreign Markets upon an equal Foot 


with the French: And tho? I ſhall not make the 


Gentlemen the Complement of begging their Par- 
don for ſome Expreſſions which perhaps may ſeem 
ſomewhat harſh to them ; becauſe I think the Un- 


reaſonableneſs of their Attempt, and their own 


Arguments have required and extorted them from 


me : yet I ſhall always be willing, and as ready to 
ſerve them, as far as my ſmall Abilities and Intereſt 


will reach, as I have been to ſerve the Northern 


Colonies, in any thing that may be conſiſtent with 
the true Intereſt of the Subjects in general. I muſt 


now beg your Lordſhips Pardon for having treſ- 


paſs'd ſo much upon your Patience by the * 
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Humble Servant. 


8 Moſt Fa 
And Maſt Obedient 


you'll perm 


the Honour to ſubſcribe my ſelf, - 
My LOR 
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of my Letter, and that 


Your Lordſbip 
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